
       
                 
 

American Indian Health Commission for 
Washington State 

 
 
 

August 20th, 2012 
 
MaryAnne Lindeblad, Administrator 
Medicaid Director/Health Care Authority 
626 8th Avenue S.E. 
P.O. Box 45502 
Olympia, WA 98504-5502 
 
Dear Ms. Lindeblad:   
 
As you may be aware, the Washington Health Care Authority (HCA) and 
Oregon Health Authority (OHA) have joined in an effort with Washington 
and Oregon’s Tribes to obtain approval from CMS for an 1115 
Demonstration Waiver or State Plan Amendment, that will allow for 
certain optional services no longer covered by the states’ Medicaid 
programs to be provided by Indian Health Service, 638 contract and 
compact Tribally-operated programs and to be reimbursed by their 
respective States.   
 
A Tribal Workgroup comprised of Tribal representatives from Washington 
and Oregon Tribes has been appointed to begin this work.  The Workgroup 
convened its first meeting on August 15, 2012. The outcome from our 
meeting is that we anticipate our recommendations will build on the 
Arizona model for payments to cover “uncompensated care costs” 
associated with Medicaid reductions.1  This model was recently approved 
by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) in the State of 
Arizona.  These payments are intended to support the viability of IHS and 
Tribal facilities, who are essential community providers of health care for 
the American Indian (AI) and Alaska Native (AN) populations. 
 
The Workgroup identified the following action items as necessary to move 
our work forward, and we respectfully request your assistance to do the 
following:   
 

1. Send a letter of intent as the State Medicaid Director to CMS indicating the 
State’s intent to move forward on this matter and the need to obtain 
technical assistance and guidance from CMS personnel on the Arizona model.    

                                                 
1 Please see “Attachment K” excerpt from the Arizona Medicaid Section 1115 Demonstration Waiver, 
amended April 6, 2012.    
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2. Direct your Medicaid staff to conduct a claims analysis of services provided 

by IHS, Tribal and urban Indian health providers for the AI/AN and non-
native population.    

 
3. Appoint appropriate State Medicaid personnel to work with and provide 

technical assistance to our Tribal Workgroup charged with developing 
recommendations to move this process forward.   

 
We are hopeful that the letter to CMS can be sent as soon as possible so that we can 
obtain their guidance on how we should proceed using the Arizona model.  We are 
hopeful our request for data can be completed in a timely manner and shared with 
our workgroup.  The representatives would like to conduct an analysis of the data to 
prepare for our next scheduled meeting set for Monday, September 17, 2012. We 
also request that the personnel you appoint attend our next workgroup meeting.   

 
Please let us know if you have any questions concerning the requested items in our 
letter.   

 
Thank you for your attention to this very important matter! 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Marilyn Scott, 
AIHC Chair 
 
 
Enclosure:   
 
Excerpt from Arizona Medicaid Section 1115 Demonstration Waiver: “IHS and 638 
Facilities Uncompensated Care Payment Methodologies 
 
Cc:  Deb Sosa, Tribal Liaison Health Care Authority 
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